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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA ON INDIAN OCEAN 

REF: A. TANANARIVE 1123; BM STATE 137931 

SUMMARYC PRESIDENT OF SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL COMMANDER 
DIDIER RATSIRAKA, WHO TOOK POWER JUNE 15, RESTATED HIS VIEWS 
ON INDIAN OCEAN ISSUES IN MEETING WITH CHARGE JUNE 25. 

CHARGE SHOWED HIM PHOTOS OF SOVIET INSTALLATIONS AT BERBERA. 

END SUMMARYM 

1. IN DISCUSSION WITH CHARGE JUNE 25 FOCUSED ON NASA TRACKING 
STATION IN MADAGASCAR, PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA TOOK OPPORTUNITY 
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TO RESTATE SOME OF HIS VIEWS ON INDIAN OCEAN ISSUES WHICH 
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PROVED TO BE SAME AS BASIC GOMR POLICY WHEN HE WAS FOREIGN 
MINISTER IN RAMAN ANTSOA GOVERNMENT (5/72-2/75). RATSIRAKA 
BEGAN BY SAYING" AS MILITARY MAN HE KNEW NASA STATION HAD 
MILITARY AND STRATEGIC CAPABILITIES." HE GAVE US MONITORING 
BY SATELLITE OF FRELIMO TROOP MOVEMENTS IN MOZAMBIQUE AS 
EXAMPLE. WHEN CHARGE DENIED NASA STATION WAS USED FOR SUCH 
PURPOSES AND THAT IT WAS US GOVERNMENT POLICY NOT TO DO SO. 
RATSIRAKA REPLIED THAT NASA STATION AT LEAST HAD POTENTIAL 
TO DO SO AND HAD STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE. HE NOTED THAT HE WAS 
UNDER PRESSURE FROM SOVIETS TO LET THEM BUILD TRACKING 
STATION. 

2. HE THEN SAID, "WE WELL UNDERSTAND OUR STRATEGIC 
POSITION. WE HAVE CHOSEN TO BE NEUTRAL IN THE GREAT POWER 
RIVALRY IN THE INDIAN OCEAN," HE CONTINUED. HE SAID THAT 
UNLIKE MAURITIUS, WHICH WELCOMES BOTH US AND SOVIET SHIP 
VISITS, MALAGASY GOVERNMENT HAS CHOSEN TO EXCLUDE ALL. CHARGE 
RESPONDED SAYING THAT GOMR POLICY WAS QUITE CLEAR AND US HAD 
NOT EVEN ASKED FOR SHIP VISITS SINCE POLICY ANNOUNCED. 

RATSIRAKA THEN SAID HE WAS TROUBLED BY DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION 
AND SAID HE HOPED CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL WOULD BE DENIED. 
CHARGE RESPONDED THAT DIEGO GARCIA AND US PRESENCE IN 

INDIAN OCEAN DID NOT POSE ANY THREAT TO MADAGASCAR OR 
OTHER INDIAN OCEAN LITTORAL NATIONA; US ACTIVITIES WERE BASED 
ON BROADER CONCERNS FOCUSSED ON SOVIET ACTIVITIES. CHARGE 
THEN ASKED RATSIRAKA IF HE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SEEING 
PHOTOS OF SOVIET FACILITIES AT BERBERA. HE SAID YES, 

LOOKED AT THREE PHOTOS FAIRLY CAREFULLY AND THEN PUT THE OTHERS 
ASIDE SAYING, "THAT'S SOMALIA'S BUSINESS." HE DID NOT QUESTION 
AUTHENTICITY OF PHOTOS. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: 

WHAT RATSIRAKA MEANT WHEN HE SAID "WE WELL UNDERSTAND OUR 
STRATEGIC POSITION," IS SHORTHAND EXPRESSION OF HIS BELIEF 
THAT MADAGASCAR IS OF KEY STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE IN INDIAN 
OCEAN, AND CONSEQUENTLY, THE OBJECT OF INTENSE GREAT POWER 
INTEREST. THIS IS CLEARLY DOMINANT THEME IN HIS THINKING 
AND THAT OF OTHER MALAGASY OFFICIALS; IT STRONGLY COLORS HIS 
ATTITUDES ON INDIAN OCEAN ISSUES. AS INDICATED ABOVE THOSE 
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ATTITUDES AND POLICIES HAVE NOT CHANGED. PHOTOS OF BERBERA 
WERE BROUGHT TO MEETING IN EVENT OPENING PRESENTED ITSELF 
AFTER DISCUSSION WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR (PER REFTEL B). 

ET.FF.RS 
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